Education
Programme

Rachel Maclean and Jesse Jones In Conversation
Wednesday 30 May, 6pm
Join artists Rachel Maclean and Jesse Jones for this
special In Conversation in advance of the opening of
Maclean’s exhibition. Free, booking through
www.eventbrite.ie

Hugh Lane First Friday Culture Club
Friday 6 July, 10.30am
Join us for this visit to Rachel Maclean’s exhibition Just be
yourself! with Logan Sisley. Free, although booking required
by emailing cultureclub@dublinscultureconnects.ie.

Exquisite Portraits
Sundays 1 and 8 July, 2-4pm
Join us for this two-day art workshop for adults led
by artist Niamh Moriarty when we will consider the
evocative film and photographic portraits in Amanda
Dunsmore’s exhibition Keeper and the exploration of
identity in Just be yourself! by Rachel Maclean and
Prototypes by Doireann O’Malley. Participants will
develop ideas and drawing skills in order to build a series
of their own experimental portraits and exquisite corpse
drawings using ink, chalks, collage and assemblage.
The second session will incorporate story-telling games
and techniques to establish a series of ideas for written
portraits. This two-day workshop is suitable for all levels
from beginners to those working towards improving
drawing skills and building confidence in ideas. Fee €22,
booking through www.eventbrite.ie

Experiment with Filmmaking
Saturday 30 June, 10.30am-4pm
Inspired by Rachel Maclean’s exhibition, join us for
this green screen filmmaking workshop for adults and
experiment with making your own short film in this class
led by artist Janine Davidson. Fee €44, booking through
www.eventbrite.ie

Experiment with Filmmaking
Saturday 1 September, 10.30am-4pm
Inspired by Rachel Maclean’s exhibition, join us for
this green screen filmmaking workshop for adults and
experiment with making your own short film in this class
led by artist Janine Davidson. Fee €44, booking through
www.eventbrite.ie

Coffee Conversation
Wednesday 4 July, 11am
Just be yourself! by Rachel Maclean with Michael
Dempsey. Fee €5

Sculpture Course
Saturdays 1-29 September, 11am-1pm
Led by artists Liliane Puthod and Jane Fogarty this
five week sculpture course will explore basic ceramic
processes. Inspired by Rachel Maclean’s exhibition as
well as artists from the collection, we will be looking at
art forms, colours and concepts to design our personal
creations. Fee €130, booking through www.eventbrite.ie
Free public tours of highlights of the collection and
temporary exhibitions take place on Sunday at 2pm.
See www.hughlane.ie/education for details of all
upcoming programmes.

Dublin City
Gallery
The Hugh Lane
Charlemont House,
Parnell Square North,
Dublin 1, D01 F2X9, Ireland
t: + 353 1 222 5550
e: info.hughlane@dublincity.ie
w: www.hughlane.ie

Admission Free
Opening Hours:
Tuesday to Thursday 9.45am – 6pm
Friday 9.45am – 5pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm
Sunday 11am – 5pm
Closed Mondays

Dublin City Gallery
The Hugh Lane

Walk
Approximately
5 minutes from
O’Connell Bridge.
Dublin Bus
Many routes pass
close by on Parnell
Square/O’Connell
Street.
Irish Rail/DART
Approximately 15
minutes from Connolly
& Tara Street stations.
Luas Red Line
Abbey Street.
Luas Green Line
Parnell Street /
O’Connell Upper.
Dublinbikes
Parnell Square North
(Station 30).

Cover image Rachel Maclean, Spite Your Face, 2017, digital video (still).
Courtesy of the artist

Education
Programme

Rachel
Maclean
Just be yourself!
31 Bealtaine – 16 Meán Fómhair 2018
31 May – 16 September 2018

Rachel
Maclean
Just be yourself!
The Hugh Lane is pleased to present Just be yourself!
by Scottish artist Rachel Maclean who uses satire to
critique consumer desire, identities and power dynamics.
Her videos are deliberately lurid pop culture mash-ups
that make for exhilarating and bewildering viewing. She
parodies fairy tales, children’s television programmes,
advertising, internet videos and pop culture.
Maclean started working using green-screen technology
while studying painting at Edinburgh College of Art. The
move provided the artist the freedom to combine her
interests in role-play, costume and digital production in
works of cinematic collage. All of the characters in the
selected works are played by the artist, who transforms
herself through extravagant costumes and make-up.
Rachel Maclean represented Scotland at the Venice
Biennale in 2017 with the video Spite Your Face which
is included in the exhibition. The work refers to the
Italian folktale The Adventures of Pinocchio and offers

a powerful critique of contemporary society and its
underlying fears and desires. Maclean says of Spite Your
Face: “With this film I set out to respond to significant
changes in the political climate in the UK and abroad
- in particular the divisive campaigns in the lead up to
the Brexit vote and the US Presidential election. These
events have been central in heralding a new post-truth
era, where politicians feel free to say what they want
to help them gain popular support, with little regard for
factual accuracy.”

decorated in keeping with the sensational colours of
Maclean’s videos.

It’s What’s Inside That Counts is a film set in a dystopian
metropolis fuelled by fevered connectivity and rodents
lurking beneath decaying streets. Part Baroque heaven,
part post-apocalyptic nightmare, the grotesque,
cartoonish figures are seen to share in and compete
for attention within a forever connected and corrupt,
caffeine infused environment where power dynamics
are repeatedly inverted and reconfigured. The film is
accompanied by a set of digital prints installed in galleries

Based in Glasgow, Rachel Maclean graduated from
Edinburgh College of Art in 2009 and her work came to
public attention in New Contemporaries later that year.
She has since received significant acclaim, with major
solo shows at HOME, Manchester and Tate Britain. Her
work A Whole New World won the prestigious Margaret
Tait Award in 2013, she has twice been shortlisted for the
Jarman Award, and achieved widespread critical praise
for Feed Me in British Art Show 8 in 2016.

Two short videos Germs and Eyes To Me depict the
artist miming to recorded audio. Maclean’s features are
warped to create uncanny, cartoonish characters that
exist within an oversaturated digital world. These short
and biting criticisms of advertising and patriarchy draw
comic attention to both particular and wider issues in
society.

Rachel Maclean, It’s What’s
Inside That Counts, 2017,
digital video (still). Courtesy of
the artist

Rachel Maclean, Spite Your Face,
2017, digital video (still). Courtesy
of the artist Commissioned by
Alchemy Film & Arts in partnership
with Talbot Rice Gallery and the
University of Edinburgh on behalf
of Scotland + Venice.

